         Greetings,

On behalf of the Robert S. Shumake Scholarship Relays, please accept this letter as an invitation for you to sponsor our 7th Annual Robert S. Shumake Scholarship Relays, being held on Saturday, April 30, 2011 at Renaissance High School, 6565 W. Outer Dr., Detroit, Michigan. This meet has become the premier annual track and field competition for high school athletes from the Midwest.

The Robert S. Shumake Scholarship Relays is the largest private competition in the state of Michigan and has become one of the most highly anticipated track and field competition for high school students across the nation. Its unique model of highlighting both athletic ability and academic achievement is unprecedented and differs from most notable relays competitions throughout the Midwest, in that it has a dual focus.

As a Detroit business owner and former public school student and track athlete, I understand the need for student athletes to be able to apply discipline, dedication, perseverance and teamwork into their lives to realize their dreams.  What you might not know is that your support and participation is an incredible investment – one that will pay dividends not only to our Midwestern region, but also the entire nation.

Today’s youth face multiple barriers to success such as failing schools, daily threats of violence, poor health care and a lack of positive role models.  But we can make a difference by providing these future leaders unlimited support through encouragement, opportunity and financial assistance.  Statistics show that dropout rates increase when students lack a strong support system, and many of these kids end up being unproductive citizens, unemployed or, in some cases, in prison.  

As taxpayers we spend millions of dollars to incarcerate our youth, with no return on investment.  As funding for education and athletic programs continues to decline, we can invest a fraction of that amount into our children.  Now is our chance to plant the foundational seed of success and send the message to our high school students that we care about their futures; thereby motivating them to become productive, responsible and patriotic citizens and community leaders.

I hope that you participate in the support and celebration of our nation’s most valuable resource – our children.  We know that, with your help, we can continue to make this a significant and enjoyable event.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation and financial support.

Sincerely,

Signature (Script Font)If Possible

Robert S. Shumake

Founder, Robert S. Shumake Scholarship Relays

